§ Describe ways that God has complete, perfect and unconditional love for all. § List examples that show how treating others with love is God's way. § Explain how love is the most important godly trait we can express toward one another. When we sow love, we will reap love in return. § Explain how the parable of the prodigal son illustrates God's love.
More than one kind of love
Are these kinds of love the same? Are they at the same level? Do they have the same meaning?
• "I love ice cream!" "I love money." "I love that song."
• "I love my dog." "I just love that actor." "I love school."
• "I love my mother." "I love that cute guy." "I love my best friend."
• "I love God." "Oh, how I love Your law!" (Psalm 119) "I love our Church members."
Which of these things are (or could be) a right kind of love? Which of these could also be a wrong kind of love? So-there are different kinds of love:
• Some love is good and natural love, such as love between parent and child.
• Some love can be right-or wrong. And there is true godly love, which is a Fruit of the Spirit.
What is godly love and how can we have it?
Ø True love is a gift of God through His Holy Spirit As a family, read together "the Prodigal Son" parable in Luke 15:11-24. This story will help to better understand the subject of love.
What does the word "prodigal" mean? [Prodigal means one who wastes things carelessly.]
In a normal family relationship, there is a natural love between parent and child. But the validity of even that natural love is shown by the principles of God's laws (2 John 1:6 This is love, that we walk according to His commandments).
ü List some reasons that the Prodigal Son was NOT showing love to his father. Later, the son realized he had sinned (Luke 15:18 "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you"). Think about which commandments he was breaking that showed lack of love towards God and his father.
ü Discuss some of ways that the father showed that he really loved his son. Considering what his son had done to him (see Matthew 5:44), do you think the father displayed a higher degree of love than even that of natural love between parent and child? How do you think the father felt when his son began obeying God again?
ü Do you think the Prodigal Son's brother showed love towards him? Why or why not?
ü Think of your relationships with others. Would your display of love be closer to that of the Prodigal Son, his father, or his brother?
LESSON:
Jesus told this story to His disciples and us because He wants us to learn a lesson. We all sin, and if we continue in a sinful way of life, we separate ourselves from God. We need to ask God to forgive us of our sins and to obey God and His commandments. He is a forgiving God. He wants to forgive us. All we need do is ask with the right attitude. We are alive or found if we turn to God and His way of life. As this father loved and forgave his son, God loves and forgives us for our sins. God is love and He gave His son as a sacrifice for our sins. Christ, our elder brother, is very different from the older brother in the parable. ü Instructor: Explain God's plan for all of us (at whatever level you instruct).
ü Relate God's plan to the Prodigal Son story.
That father really pictured God the Father. But who was the son? Actually, the son was all humanity, each of us; each one of us human beings is the lost son. And like the parable, the Father is happy when we repent and return to Him. But unlike the parable, our older "brother," Jesus Christ, was willing to lay down His life for us so that we can return to our Father.
Book of Ruth-Example of Love
[Ruth showed love to Naomi and reverence for Boaz. Boaz cared for Naomi and Ruth as his own].
The story:
There is a famine in the land of Bethlehem, Judah. Elimelech, his wife, Naomi and their two sons were forced to leave and move to a foreign land called Moab, an enemy nation of Israel, about 60 miles from Bethlehem. Reading Deuteronomy 28:15, 22-24 may help explain the famine.
• Then Elimelech died and Naomi became a single mom to her sons Mahlon and Chilion. Eventually they married Moab women, Orpah and Ruth. They lived in Moab about ten years, and then both the sons died. Orpah and Ruth became widows just like Naomi.
• Upon hearing the famine had ended and God's blessings were upon Judah, Naomi decided to return home. Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go return each to her mother's house. The Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me" (Ruth 1:8). Ruth and Orpah were faced with an important choice; to return to their families and their sinful society or go with Naomi and adopt the customs of her people.
• Orpah returned to her family and her gods. Naomi said to Ruth, "Look, your sister-in-law is going back to her own people and her own gods. Go back with her" (Ruth 1:15). Ruth decided to stay with Naomi and not go back to her family.
• • Naomi wanted to return to Bethlehem after living in the land of the Moabites for over 10 years. Ruth, a Moabitess, refused to let her go alone. So, they set out on a difficult hundred-mile journey down the mountains, across the floor of the Jordan Valley and through the wilderness of Judea, arriving wearily in Bethlehem. When they arrived, it was the beginning of the barley harvest.
• Since they were both hungry and in need of food, Ruth said to her mother-in-law, "You stay here, and rest and I'll go to the field and pick up grain that the reapers have left behind." The poor were allowed to walk behind the reapers to pick up, or "glean," anything the reapers had missed. (Deuteronomy 24:19-22) Ruth went and gleaned after the reapers. She happened to stop at a field that belonged to Boaz who was a relative of Naomi's dead husband, Elimelech.
• When Boaz saw Ruth in his field, he asked his servant who was in charge of the reapers, "Who is that new girl I see picking up grain after the reapers?" The servant explained that Ruth had come to the area with Naomi who had come back from Moab. Ruth asked permission to continue to gather behind the reapers. ü Read Galatians 6:7 "Whatever a man sows, that he will reap." If you are kind to others, it will eventually come back to you. Others will treat you kindly in return. § Boaz was protective of Ruth and ordered his workers to let her pick grain anywhere she wanted to. They were not allowed to hassle her efforts, and they were to leave extra handfuls on the ground just for her. Ruth spent the whole day picking barley and other grains.
• When she returned to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, "In whose field did you spend the day?" Ruth replied, "In the field of Boaz." Naomi was happy to hear this because, "Boaz is a relative of ours. He has a right to claim us." According to the law, a relative had the right to reclaim something that belonged to another relative. The law about who can redeem is in Leviticus 25:48; 25:25 • Boaz completed the redemption when he paid the price. Boaz said to the witnesses gathered, "I am buying from Naomi everything that belonged to Elimelech, Chilion and Mahlon. I am also taking Ruth, the Moabite who was the wife of Mahlon, as my wife" (Ruth 4:9-10).
• The story of Ruth ends with Naomi holding her grandson who was named Obed. Obed was the father of Jesse, and Jesse was the father of David of the lineage of the Messiah, Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:5).
SUMMARY:
The story of Ruth and her family is easy to relate to. The characters were ordinary people with the same desires and needs we experience today. Ruth, Naomi and Boaz were used by God, not because of their individual greatness, but because they were open to being used to achieve His purposes.
Ruth is an example of love and loyalty and faithfulness to God. Through her actions of friendship and love toward Naomi she demonstrated her unforgettable loyalty expressed in Ruth 1:16-17.
Boaz was an honest man with high moral standards who followed through with his commitments by buying back the land for Naomi and Ruth. His actions guaranteed their inheritance and showed his integrity. He was a man that did not just talk the talk, but he walked it as well.
Boaz's plan to redeem Ruth is a picture of Christ redeeming us. To be a kinsman that can redeem, four things are required; 1) the redeemer must be the nearest relative, 2) the redeemer must have the power to redeem, 3) the redeemer must be willing to redeem and 4) the redemption becomes complete when the price is paid in full.
Redemption is costly and personal. Jesus, too, has a glorious plan of salvation. Our salvation has been purchased at a great cost. "In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace which He lavished on us" (Ephesians 1:7).
God redeemed Naomi and Ruth from their present situation through Boaz. God has redeemed all of mankind through our kinsman Jesus Christ.
Love is a virtue Ruth showed Naomi, Boaz showed Ruth and God showed to all three when He brought them together for His purpose.
The book of Ruth is a call to responsible behavior and living. Parents have a responsibility to provide moral and spiritual guidance for their children and to establish godly values through their example. Love is an important virtue to model to children. o Grow a garden and give some of the produce to others. o Invite someone from your congregation who you don't get to see very often or don't know well for a meal or to your house. o Do things for someone in need (clean the yard, garage or home). o Make and take something special (cards, cookies, small gift, a drawing) to someone who needs encouragement.
Further Family Discussion Ideas:
• How does God show that He loves us? Why do you think God wants us to love one another?
• How can children show love to their parents? How can parents show love to their children?
• How can we show our love for God?
• Have each person tell the other family members one thing he or she loves about each of them.
• What did you do today to show your love for someone?
• What tells you you're loved?
• What are other ways that we can show our love for one another?
Additional resources that you can use in your family studies:
• The Fruit of the Spirit-Love-The Ground from Which Spiritual Fruit Springs https://www.ucg.org/good-news/the-fruit-of-the-spirit-love-the-ground-from-whichspiritual-fruit-springs
• Fruits of the Spirit: Love https://www.ucg.org/sermons/fruits-of-the-spirit-love
